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CURRENT POSITION

Since 05/2024

Since 05/2024

Georg August University of Géttingen
Assistant Professorship in Empirical Democracy Research (W1 professorship
without tenure track, ranked 1st on the appointment list)

Institute for Democracy Research Géttingen (IfDem)
Member of the Executive Board

EDUCATIONAL (QUALIFICATIONS

03,2025

10/2015 - 03/2020

10/2012 - 09/2015

10/2008 - 09,/2012

07/2007

Georg-August-Universitit Gottingen
Successful interim evaluation of the assistant professorship
(habilitation-equivalent achievement)

Humboldt-Universitit zu Berlin, Doctorate

Doctoral dissertation ’Retrospective pledge voting: how voters punish
government parties for breaking their pledges.’

Reviewers: Prof. Dr. Heike Kliiver and Prof. Dr. Bernhard Weflels

Grade: summa cum laude

Universitit Potsdam, M.A.
Master of Arts, Political Science

Technische Universitit Dresden, B.A.
Bachelor of Arts, Political Science with a supplementary field in Philosophy

Einstein Gymnasium, Neuenhagen (Brandenburg)

Abitur

ACADEMIC POSITIONS

04/2022-04/2024

04,/2020 - 03/2022

10/2015 - 03/2020

01,/2015 - 10/2015

Universitiat Trier
Assistant Professorship in Empirical Democracy Research (W1 professorship
without tenure track, ranked 1st on the appointment list)

MZES Mannheim Centre for European Social Research
Postdoctoral Fellow in Research Area 'B The Political Systems of Europe and
Their Integration’

WZB Berlin Social Science Center

Research Associate in the DFG-funded research project "Manifesto Research on
Political Representation’ (MARPOR)

Project leadership: Prof. Dr. Bernhard Wefels & Dr. Andrea Volkens

WZB Berlin Social Science Center
Student Research Assistant in the DFG project MARPOR


mailto: theres.matthiess@uni-goettingen.de
https://theres-matthiess.de

10/2013 - 01/2015

04/2013 - 12/2014

06,/2011 - 03/2012

09/2010 - 12/2010

2008 - 2009

Universitit Potsdam, Chair of Comparative Politics
Student Research Assistant in the DFG project ’Analysis of Coordination
Regimes in Parliamentary Democracies’, Prof. Dr. Steffen Ganghof

Universitit Potsdam, Chair of Gender Sociology
Student Research Assistant in the ANR-DFG research project ’The
Metamorphoses of Equality II’, Prof. Dr. Theresa Wobbe

Technische Universitit Dresden, Chair of Political Systems and
Comparative Politics

Student Research Assistant in the DFG-funded Collaborative Research Center
SFB 804, subproject I "Transcendence and Common Good as Resources for
Political Order Construction’, Prof. Dr. Werner J. Patzelt

Technische Universitit Dresden, Hannah Arendt Institute for the
Study of Totalitarianism (HAIT)

Student Research Assistant for the republication of the work ’Totalitarian
Democracy’ by Jacob L. Talmon, Prof. Dr. Uwe Backes

Technische Universitit Dresden, CATI Laboratory, Interviewer
(telephone and face-to-face)

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Since 09/2025

08,/2025
05,2025
10/2024

03/2023

09,2020

11/2019
02/2018
07/2017

09/2016
08/2016

Participation in the one-year leadership development programme ”Leadership
Forum”, Universitit Gottingen

Media and camera training, Universitéit Gottingen
Crisis communication training for academics, Universitdt Gottingen

Workshop ’Strengthening Strengths’ — positive leadership for team success,
Universitdt Gottingen

’On the Path to Leadership?!” workshop with junior professors and postdoctoral
researchers, Universitit Trier

Didactic training: webinar on interaction and exchange in digital teaching,
Universitat Luzern

Didactic training: creativity in teaching, HU Berlin
Workshop: Introduction to Quantitative Text Analysis using Quanteda, WZB

Essex Summer School: Designing, Conducting, and Analysing Social Science
Experiments in the Field, Surveys, and the Laboratory, University of Essex

Workshop: Visualisation in Stata, WZB

ECPR Summer School: Process Tracing Methodology — Evidence and Empirical
Testing in Practice, Central European University in Budapest

INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE

02/2011 - 07/2011

05/2014 - 07/2014

09,/2007 - 07/2008

Sciences Po Lyon, France
Exchange student

Maison Heinrich Heine, Internship at a German—French cultural institution
in the Cité Universitaire, Paris

Au Pair in Paris



JOURNAL ARTICLES (*PEER—REVIEWED)

[32] *Ylisalo, Juha, Theres Matthiefs, Katrin Praprotnik and Laurenz Ennser-Jedenastik (2025 -
Online First): Election pledges in multiparty governments: When do voters accept non-fulfillment?,
British Journal of Political Science.

[31] *Matthiefs, Theres, Petra Vodova and Fraser McMillan (2025 - Online First): Does it matter
who is in charge? Ministerial characteristics and pledge fulfilment, Party Politics.

[30] *Matthief, Theres and Christian Stecker (2025): What citizens think about minority governments
in majority coalition settings, Parliamentary Affairs.

[29] Matthiefs, Theres (2025): Zwischen Notlosung und Zukunftsmodell: Die unterschétzte Stirke von
Minderheitsregierungen, Aus Politik und Zeitgeschichte.

[28] *Matthief8, Theres (2022): Retrospective pledge voting and mistrusting citizens: Evidence for the
electoral punishment of pledge breakage from a survey experiment, Electoral Studies.

[27] *Matthiefs, Theres (2020): Retrospective pledge voting: A comparative study of the electoral
consequences of government parties pledge fulfilment, Furopean Journal of Political Research.

[26] *MatthiefS, Theres (2019): Equal Performance of Minority and Majority Coalitions? Pledge
Fulfilment in the German State of NRW, German Politics.

[25] Lehmann, Pola and Theres Matthiefs (2017): Nation und Tradition. Wie die Alternative fiir
Deutschland nach rechts riickt, WZB Mitteilungen.

MONOGRAPHS

[24] Matthiefs, Theres (2024): Retrospective Pledge Voting and Political Accountability: The Costs of
Broken Promises, Palgrave.

[23] Lehmann, Pola, Theres MatthiefS, Sven Regel and Bernhard Wefels (2022): Politikfelder,
Koalitionspotentiale und Koalitionsrealitit bei der Bundestagswahl 2021, Bielefeld: transcript Verlag.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO EDITED VOLUMES

[22] Deiss-Helbig, Elisa, Isabelle Guinaudeau and Theres Matthiel (forthcoming): Pledging Against
Constraints: A Comparative Analysis of Pledge-Making in Majoritarian and Consensual Systems,
in: Thomson, Robert (Ed.): Democratic Mandates: What Politicians Promise and (Fail to) Deliver,
London: Routledge.

[21] Matthief3, Theres and Robert Vehrkamp (forthcoming): Koalition unter Unsicherheit: Die Ampel
im Spiegel ihres Koalitionsvertrags, in: Schiffers, Maximilian, Arno von Schuckmann and Karl-Rudolf
Korte (Ed.): Die Bundestagswahl 2025, Wiesbaden: Springer.

[20] Matthief, Theres (2025): Beyond Manifestos: Pledge Research and Coalition Agreements, in:
Brauninger, Thomas and Marc Debus (Ed.): Handbook on Coalition Politics, London: Edward Elgar
Publishing.

[19] Matthiefs, Theres (2024): Debatte — Kommentare zu Konzeption, Methodik und Befunden der
Untersuchung aus der Sicht von Wissenschaft, Zivilgesellschaft und Politik, in: Holtmann, Everhard,
Reinhard Pollak and Marion Reiser (Ed.): Deutschland-Monitor 2023: Gesellschaftliche und politische
Einstellungen — Schwerpunkt: Stadt und Land, Bericht und Debatte, Frankfurt am Main: Campus
Verlag.

[18] Matthiefs, Theres (2023): Halbzeit — Eine Bilanz der Versprechen aus dem Koalitionsvertrag
der Ampel-Regierung, in: Drewes, Oliver and Marius Minas (Ed.): Politikwissenschaftlicher
Jahresriickblick 2023 des Trierer Institut fiir Demokratie- und Parteienforschung, Universitét Trier.


https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/british-journal-of-political-science/article/election-pledges-in-multiparty-governments-when-do-voters-accept-nonfulfillment/1D4DF8A7E0D12E0F90CB0A51DDFEB6B2
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/13540688251339622
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/13540688251339622
 https://doi.org/10.1093/pa/gsae028
 https://doi.org/10.1093/pa/gsae028
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0261379422001032
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0261379422001032
https://ejpr.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1475-6765.12377
https://ejpr.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1475-6765.12377
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09644008.2018.1528235
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09644008.2018.1528235
https://bibliothek.wzb.eu/artikel/2017/f-20664.pdf
https://bibliothek.wzb.eu/artikel/2017/f-20664.pdf
https://www.springerprofessional.de/retrospective-pledge-voting-and-political-accountability/27478902
https://www.springerprofessional.de/retrospective-pledge-voting-and-political-accountability/27478902
https://www.transcript-verlag.de/978-3-8376-6332-7/die-ampelkoalition/?c=310000099
https://www.transcript-verlag.de/978-3-8376-6332-7/die-ampelkoalition/?c=310000099
https://www.elgaronline.com/edcollchap/book/9781803929569/chapter25.xml
https://www.ssoar.info/ssoar/bitstream/handle/document/99641/ssoar-2024-holtmann_et_al-Deutschland-Monitor_2023_Gesellschaftliche_und_politische.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.ssoar.info/ssoar/bitstream/handle/document/99641/ssoar-2024-holtmann_et_al-Deutschland-Monitor_2023_Gesellschaftliche_und_politische.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://ubt.opus.hbz-nrw.de/frontdoor/deliver/index/docId/2192/file/Jahresru%cc%88ckblick_TIDuP_2023_13.pdf
https://ubt.opus.hbz-nrw.de/frontdoor/deliver/index/docId/2192/file/Jahresru%cc%88ckblick_TIDuP_2023_13.pdf

[17] Matthief, Theres and Robert Vehrkamp (2022): Bilanz der Grofien Koalition von 2018 bis 2021:
Versprechen, Umsetzung und Wahrnehmung des Regierungsprogrammes, in: Korte, Karl-Rudolf
et al. (Ed.): Die Bundestagswahl 2021: Analysen der Wahl-, Parteien-, Kommunikations- und
Regierungsforschung, Wiesbaden: Springer VS.

[16] Matthief, Theres and Sven Regel (2020): Wollen wir uns streiten? Zur Legitimitét von Konflikt
und Kooperation im Parlament, in: Kneip, Sascha; Wolfgang Merkel, and Bernhard Weflels (Ed.):
Legitimitdtsprobleme. Zur Lage der Demokratie in Deutschland., Wiesbaden: Springer VS.

[15] Lehmann, Pola, Theres Matthiefs and Sven Regel (2019): Rechts der anderen: Themen und
Positionen der AfD im Parteienwettbewerb, in: WeBels, Bernhard and Wolfgang Schroder (Ed.):
Smarte Spalter. Die AfD zwischen Bewegung und Parlament, Bonn: Dietz Verlag.

[14] Lehmann, Pola, Theres Matthieff and Sven Regel (2019): Die AFD-Programmatik auf
Landesebene: Immer das Gleiche?, in: Weflels, Bernhard and Wolfgang Schréder (Ed.): Smarte
Spalter. Die AfD zwischen Bewegung und Parlament, Bonn: Dietz Verlag.

DATASETS

[13] Matthies, Theres (2020): Legislative pledge fulfilment in the German State of North
Rhine-Westphalia (2005-2007, 2010-2012), Berlin: Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin fiir Sozialforschung
(WZB).

[12] Volkens, Andrea, Pola Lehmann, Theres Matthiefs, Nicolas Merz, Sven Regel and Bernhard
Wefels (2015-2020): The Manifesto Data Collection. Manifesto Project (MRG/CMP/MARPOR),
Berlin: Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin fiir Sozialforschung (WZB).

[11] Volkens, Andrea, Pola Lehmann, Theres Matthiefs, Nicolas Merz, Sven Regel and Bernhard
WefSels (2015-2020): The Manifesto Data Collection: South America. Manifesto Project
(MRG/CMP/MARPOR), Berlin: Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin fiir Sozialforschung (WZB).

[10] Volkens, Andrea, Pola Lehmann, Theres Matthiefs, Nicolas Merz, Sven Regel and Bernhard

Wefels (2015-2020): Manifesto Corpus, Berlin: Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin fiir Sozialforschung
(WZB).

STUDIES, PoLicy BRIEFS & BLOG ARTICLES

9] Vehrkamp, Robert and Theres Matthiefl (2025): Erfolgreich gescheitert Schlussbilanz zum
Koalitionsvertrag der Ampel 202125, Einwurf — Institut fiir Demokratieforschung Gottingen and
Bertelsmann Stiftung.

[8] Vehrkamp, Robert and Theres Matthiefs (2023): Mehr Koalition wagen. Halbzeitbilanz der
Ampel-Koalition zur Umsetzung des Koalitionsvertrages 2021, Demokratiemonitor - Universitét Trier
and Bertelsmann Stiftung.

[7] Vehrkamp, Robert and Theres Matthiefs (2021): Versprechen gehalten - Schlussbilanz zum
Koalitionsvertrag der GroKo, Demokratiemonitor - WZB and Bertelsmann Stiftung.

[6] Bischof, Lars, Theres Matthiefs and Robert Vehrkamp (2019): Regieren in Zeiten der Pandemie,
Blog ’Vielfalt leben — Gesellschaft gestalten’.

[5] Vehrkamp, Robert and Theres Matthiefs (2019): Besser als ihr Ruf. Halbzeitbilanz der Grofien
Koalition zur Umsetzung des Koalitionsvertrags 2018, Demokratiemonitor - WZB and Bertelsmann
Stiftung.

[4] Vehrkamp, Robert and Theres Matthiefs (2018): Versprochen wird nicht gebrochen, Einwurf -
Bertelsmann Stiftung, 1.

[3] Matthief, Theres and Robert Vehrkamp (2018): Koalitionsvertrag: lohnt sich das Ringen?, WZB
Democracy Blog.


https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007/978-3-658-35758-0_29-1
https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007/978-3-658-35758-0_29-1
https://doi.org/10.7802/1.1960
https://doi.org/10.7802/1.1960
https://www.ifdem.de/beitraege/erfolgreich-gescheitert-schlussbilanz-zum-koalitionsvertrag-der-ampel-2021-25/
https://www.ifdem.de/beitraege/erfolgreich-gescheitert-schlussbilanz-zum-koalitionsvertrag-der-ampel-2021-25/
https://www.uni-trier.de/fileadmin/organisation/Presse/Dokumente/Studie_Koalitionsversprechen_Halbzeitbilanz.pdf
https://www.uni-trier.de/fileadmin/organisation/Presse/Dokumente/Studie_Koalitionsversprechen_Halbzeitbilanz.pdf
https://www.bertelsmann-stiftung.de/fileadmin/files/BSt/Publikationen/GrauePublikationen/ZD_EINWURF_3_2021.pdf
https://www.bertelsmann-stiftung.de/fileadmin/files/BSt/Publikationen/GrauePublikationen/ZD_EINWURF_3_2021.pdf
https://www.bertelsmann-stiftung.de/fileadmin/files/BSt/Publikationen/GrauePublikationen/ZD_Studie_Besser_als_ihr_Ruf.pdf
https://www.bertelsmann-stiftung.de/fileadmin/files/BSt/Publikationen/GrauePublikationen/ZD_Studie_Besser_als_ihr_Ruf.pdf
https://www.bertelsmann-stiftung.de/fileadmin/files/BSt/Publikationen/GrauePublikationen/ZD_Studie_Besser_als_ihr_Ruf.pdf
https://www.bertelsmann-stiftung.de/fileadmin/files/BSt/Publikationen/GrauePublikationen/ZD_EINWURF_1_2018.pdf
https://democracy.blog.wzb.eu/2018/02/27/koalitionsvertrag-umsetzung/

[2] Lehmann, Pola, Theres Matthiefs, Nicolas Merz and Sven Regel (2017): Besser als die gefiihlte
Wahrheit. Ein Wahlprogrammanalyse von SPD und Union des Manifesto Projekts, WZB Democracy
Blog.

[1] Lehmann, Pola and Theres Matthiefs (2017): Nationalismus, gesellschaftliche Homogenitét und
Traditionalismus. Die programmatische Alternative fiir Deutschland?, WZB Democracy Blog.

SUBMITTED ARTICLES WITH R&R STATUS

Deiss-Helbig, Elisa, Isabelle Guinaudeau and Theres MatthieB (RER): The Politics of Deservingness:
Ideological Variations in the Deservingness Perceptions of Social Groups, European Political Science
Review.

Guinaudeau, Isabelle, Elisa Deiss-Helbig and Theres MatthieS (R€R): Does Going Narrow Pay Off?
The Electoral Trade-Offs of Group-Targeted Pledges, Furopean Journal of Political Research.

CONFERENCE AND WORKING PAPERS (SELECTED)

Citizens Perceptions of the 'Brandmauer’: Expectations at the Local, State, and National Levels, with
Heike Kliver.

Citizens Preferences on Governing with Radical Right Parties and Flexible Majorities: Evidence from
a Survey Experiment in Germany, with Alejandro Ecker, (presented at the 'Democracy Seminars’
2025, Mainz Centre for Empirical Democracy Research, Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz).

Correcting Misperceptions: The Impact of Coalition Performance Information on Citizen Attitudes
and Voting Behavior?, with Heike Kliiver, (presented at EPSA 2025).

Are LLMs up to complex annotation tasks? The limits of generative Al for detecting references to
social groups in multilingual texts, with Lukas Erhard, Patrick Kaminski, Zackary Okun Dunivin,
Selma Sarenkapa, Elisa Deiss-Helbig, Isabelle Guinaudeau, Raphael Heiko Heiberger (presented at
COMPTEXT 2025).

Measuring discursive constructions of social categories in the press, with Selma Sarenkapa, Elisa
Deiss-Helbig, Mathieu Dubied, Isabelle Guinaudeau, Heiko Raphael Heiberger, (presented at EPSA
2025).

Do policy pledges have the potential to rebalance representation? Input representation in France
and Germany (19952022), with Elisa Deiss-Helbig, Isabelle Guinaudeau, Robin Rentrop (presented at
EPSA 2024).

AWARDS, FUNDING, AND THIRD-PARTY GRANTS

12/2024-03/2026 ~ Funding from the Bertelsmann Stiftung for the project 'Koalitionsversprechen
in Deutschland und im Vergleich’, Principal Investigator, total funding/own
share: 90,000 €.

07/2022-03/2026  ANR-DFG funding for the project 'Unequal mandate responsiveness? How
electoral promises and their realizations target groups in France and Germany’
(UNEQUALMAND), Principal Investigator and lead applicant together with
Dr. Elisa Deiss-Helbig and Dr. Isabelle Guinaudeau, total funding: 509,119 €,
own share: 189,192 €.

10/2022-03/2023  Teaching Incentive Fund (TIF) from Universitdt Trier for the further
development of methodological and statistical training in the B.A. Political
Science programme introduction to R, total funding/own share: 2,546 €.


https://democracy.blog.wzb.eu/2017/09/21/wahlprogrammanalyse_cdu_spd/
https://democracy.blog.wzb.eu/2017/09/21/wahlprogrammanalyse_cdu_spd/
https://democracy.blog.wzb.eu/2017/08/08/nationalismus_afd/
https://democracy.blog.wzb.eu/2017/08/08/nationalismus_afd/

10/2021-10/2023

06/2016

09/2012-06/2013

02/2011-07/2011

DFG funding for the project 'Group targeting in election pledges’ (GROUPTA),
cooperation partner (Principal Investigator: Dr. Elisa Deiss-Helbig), total
funding: 295,467 €.

Berlin Digital Humanities Award 2016 for the Manifesto Corpus (with Pola
Lehmann, Jirka Lewandowski, Nicolas Merz and Sven Regel)

DAAD funding for the dual masters programme of Freie Universitdt Berlin and
Sciences Po Paris (not taken up)

Erasmus funding for a study abroad semester in Lyon, France

SUBMITTED RESEARCH PROJECTS

11/2025

08/2025

DFG grant proposal 'The Contested Norm of Promise Keeping (CONPROM):
Expectations and Political Reality in Challenging Times’; planned budget:
341,000 €; planned project duration: 2026-2029; role: Principal Investigator.

Full proposal submitted to the Volkswagen Foundation for the establishment
of the interdisciplinary ’Gottinger Zentrum fiir Komplexitéit, Information und
Gesellschaften’ (CCIS Center for Complexity, Information and Societies);
Principal Investigator: Prof. Dr. Viola Priesemann; role: Associated Member.

INVITED ACADEMIC TALKS

2026 (Planned)

2025

2024

[14] Colloquium of the Institute of Political Science (organised by Prof. Dominic.
Nyhuis), Universitit Hannover, May 2026.

[13] Workshop ’Compromise and Concession from a Voter Perspective’
(organised by Dr. Ida B. Hjermitslev), Aalborg University (AUU) Campus in
Copenhagen, April 2026.

[12] "Citizen Preferences on Governing with Radical Right Parties and Flexible.
Majorities: Evidence from A Survey Experiment in Germany’, presented at the
"Democracy Seminars’ at the Mainz Centre for Empirical Democracy Research,
Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz, November 2025.

[11] 'Risk or Reward for Group Targeting? Voter Reactions to the Fulfillment of
Targeted Pledges’, presented in the '"MZES Speaker Series’, Mannheim Centre
for European Social Research, University of Mannheim, February 2025.

[10] ’Comparing election pledges and their characteristics in France and
Germany’, presented at the workshop of the Comparative Pledges Project,
Universitit Graz, April 2024.



2023

2022

2021

2020

[9] *Versprochen, gebrochen? Die Rolle von Koalitionsvertréigen in Deutschland’,
presented at HT'W Berlin, June 2023.

[8] 'Do they really know? Citizens evaluations of coalition pledge fulfilment’,
presented at the workshop ’Voter Perceptions of Post-Election Outcomes’
(organised by Prof. Carolina Plescia), Universitit Wien, May 2023.

"Who deserves? Explaining individual variations in the deservingness

perceptions of social groups’, presented at:

- [7] Workshop 'Deservingness perceptions as driver and effect of public
policies’ (organised by Paulus Wagner, Selma Sarenkapa, and Dr. Isabelle
Guinaudeau), Centre for FEuropean Studies and Comparative Politics,
Sciences Po Paris, April 2023.

- [6] Workshop ’As good as it gets? Promises and perils of representative
democracy’ (organised by Prof. Armin Schéfer), Mainz Centre for Empirical
Democracy Research, Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz, March 2023.

"When do citizens (not) prefer minority governments?’, presented at:

- [5] Workshop 'Democratic Citizens and Political Elites: Communication,
Interaction and Congruence’ (organised by Prof. Armin Schifer), Mainz
Centre for Empirical Democracy Research, Johannes Gutenberg University
Mainz, March 2023.

- [4] Workshop ’Political Representation and Behavior’ within the ERC project
MINORITYROLE (organised by Prof. Sven-Oliver Proksch), Universitit
Koln, February 2023.

[3] ’Citizens evaluations of coalition pledge fulfilment’, presented at the
workshop "The Promises of Democracy’ (organised by Prof. Claudia Landwehr
and Prof. Armin Schéfer), Mannheim Centre for Furopean Social Research,
Villa Vigom, Italy, May 2022.

[2] 'Who Keeps their Promises? Ministerial Characteristics and Pledge
Fulfilment’, presented at the online workshop of the 'Comparative Party
Pledges Project’ (organised by Prof. Robert Thomson), virtual workshop,
December 2021.

[1] "How voters react to government parties (not) keeping their pledges’,
presented in the ’Research Colloquium’ (organised by Prof. Elin Naurin),
University of Gothenburg, March 2020.



ORGANISATION AND PARTICIPATION AT CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

Organiser

Presenter

Workshop ’Promises Under Pressure? The Role of Pledges in a Changing
Political Landscape’, July 2025, Gottingen.

Workshop ’Social constructions of target populations and their impact on
political behavior and public policy’ (with Dr. Elisa Deiss-Helbig and Dr.
Isabelle Guinaudeau), February 2024, Konstanz.

Lecture series ’Civil society and political representation in times of multiple
crises’ within the Trier Institute for Democracy and Party Research (with Prof.
Uwe Jun and Prof. Claudia Ritzi) — Trier Institute for Democracy and Party
Research (TIDuP), November 2023 February 2024, Trier.

Panel 'The role of social groups in politics: what parties offer and how voters
respond’ at the ECPR General Conference, August 2022, Innsbruck.

’Seminar series at the MZES’, Mannheim, March—June 2021.

"5th Workshop on Research on Political Behaviour in Berlin and Brandenburg’
(with Dr. Heiko Giebler), WZB Berlin, January 2020, Berlin.

"Text Analysis Workshop’ (with Pola Lehmann, Werner Krause, Sven Regel,
and Prof. Bernhard WeBels), WZB Berlin, September 2019, Berlin.

"Manifesto User Conference 2019’ (with Pola Lehmann, Werner Krause, and
Sven Regel), WZB Berlin, March 2019, Berlin.

Panel "Trust safeguarding stable democracies?’ at the joint conference of
the DVPW, OGPW and SVPW, February 2019, Zurich (with Dr. Katrin
Praprotnik). "Manifesto Corpus Conference’ (with Pola Lehmann, Nicolas Merz,
and Sven Regel), WZB Berlin, February 2018, Berlin.

"Workshop on Party Mandate Fulfilment’, WZB Berlin, November 2016, Berlin.

Section "Party Politics’ at the ECPR Graduate Conference, July 2016, Tartu
(with Svenja Krauss).

"Manifesto Project User Conference’ (with Pola Lehmann, Nicolas Merz, Sven
Regel and Annika Werner), WZB Berlin, June 2015, Berlin.

EPSA (Panels: Group Identities in Political Competition; Inequality and
Representation; Political Communication, Narratives, and Community;
Political Evaluation), June 2025, Madrid.

EPSA (Panels: Group Appeals and Political Persuasion; Methodological
Advances in Text Analysis; Voter Evaluations and Coalition Governments;
Disadvantaged Groups), July 2024, Cologne.

Manifesto Project User Conference (Panel: Performance & Output), November
2023, Gottingen.

EPSA (Panels: Polarizing parties, polarizing voters; Citizen views of policy
trade-offs), June 2023, Glasgow.

ECPR (Panel: The role of social groups in politics: what parties offer and how
voters respond), August 2022, Innsbruck.

EPSA (Panels: Coalitions and Minority Governments; Retrospective Voting
and Accountability), June 2022, Prague.



Discussant

ECPR General Conference (Panel: Advances in Research on Parties Election
Pledges), August/September 2021, Virtual Conference.

EPSA (Panels: Political Representation; Winning Votes), June 2021, Virtual
Conference.

ECPR General Conference (Panel: ’Election Pledges, the Mass Media, and
Electoral Outcomes’), August 2020, Virtual Conference.

Political Behavioural Workshop in Berlin and Brandenburg (Panel:
"Responsiveness and Representation’), June 2019, Potsdam.

EPSA (Panel: "Election Pledges and Voters’), June 2019, Belfast.

The Manifesto User Conference 2019 (Panel: 'Representation’), March 2019,
Berlin.

EPSA (Panel: "Electoral Effects of Party Competition’), June 2018, Vienna.

Political Behavioural Workshop in Berlin and Brandenburg (Panel:
'Governments, Parties and Candidates’), November 2017, Berlin.

Workshop on Party Mandate Fulfilment at the WZB, November 2016, Berlin.

ECPR Graduate Conference (Panel: Representation and responsiveness), July
2016, Tartu.

EPSA (Panel: Electoral Rules and Strategy), June 2025, Madrid.
EPSA (Panel: Disadvantaged Groups), July 2024, Cologne.

Manifesto Project User Conference (Panel: Coding other Issues/Dimensions),
November 2023, Gottingen.

EPSA (Panel: Coalition Politics), June 2023, Glasgow.

ECPR (Panel: The role of social groups in politics: what parties offer and how
voters respond), August 2022, Innsbruck.

EPSA (Panel: Economic voting), June 2022, Prague.

Online Workshop of the Comparative Party Pledges Project (organised by Prof.
Robert Thomson), December 2021, Virtual Conference.

ECPR General Conference (Panel: Advances in Research on Parties Election
Pledges), August/September 2021, Virtual Conference.

EPSA (Panel: Winning Votes), June 2021, Virtual Conference.

ECPR General Conference (Panel: ’Election Pledges, the Mass Media, and
Electoral Outcomes’), August 2020, Virtual Conference.

Political Behavioural Workshop in Berlin and Brandenburg (Panel:
"Responsiveness and Representation’), June 2019, Potsdam.

The Manifesto Corpus Conference (Panel: ’Extending the Manifesto Corpus’),
WZB Berlin, February 2018, Berlin.

Workshop: Quantitative Text Analysis in Manifesto Research, WZB Berlin,
July 2016, Berlin.

ECPR Graduate Conference (Panel: 'Party System: Stability and Emergence?’),
July 2016, Tartu.



KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER: PUBLIC LECTURES, PANEL DISCUSSIONS &
Civic EDUCATION

Lecture and discussion 'Do political parties still matter? Between political disenchantment and a new
culture of participation’, civic education lecture series 'Kontrovers vor Ort’ in dialogue with citizens,
in cooperation with the Sdchsische Landeszentrale fiir politische Bildung, among others in Bautzen,
Chemnitz, and Lobau, September 2025 — April 2026.

Lecture 'How do voters view minority governments?’, Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, Social Sciences
Discussion Group Winter Conference 2025, December 2025.

Panel discussion: 'Populism, polarisation, political disenchantment — how do we defend democracy?’
within the framework of the Lower Saxony Administrative Forum — ’Strong administrations.
Strong state.’, joint conference series of the Studieninstitut Niedersachsen and Niedersdichsisches
Studieninstitut on the topic 'Democracy at risk?’, Hanover, December 2025.

Lecture and discussion 'Promised, broken? Coalition agreements and election pledges’, Political
Science Section Gottingen, May 2025.

Lecture and discussion ’Coalition of reason or marriage of convenience? Roundtable on the black-red
coalition agreement’, Progressives Zentrum in Berlin, April 2025.

Input and panel discussion ’Core societal values — what kind of society the population desires and
how it evaluates reality’, forum event Deutschland-Monitor in Halle (Saale), among others with the
Federal Government Commissioner for Eastern Germany Carsten Schneider, April 2025.

Town hall with citizens and the Prime Minister of Lower Saxony Stephan Weil, Forum Wissen,
Democracy Action Day, Gottingen, December 2024.

Lecture and discussion "Promised, broken? The role of election pledges in Germany’, civic education
lecture series 'Kontrovers vor Ort’ in dialogue with citizens, in cooperation with the Sdchsische
Landeszentrale fiir politische Bildung, among others in Dresden, Bautzen, Leipzig, and Chemnitz,
September 2023 — September 2024.

Panel discussion 'Compatible, incompatible, or relationship status: 'It’s complicated’? Government
formation in difficult times’, Democracy at Noon, State Representation of Rhineland-Palatinate,
Berlin, November 2024.

Lecture "Women, leadership, feminism — gender equality in turbulent times?’, Police Academy of
Lower Sazony, 9th Working Conference, 'Strong Women. Strong Democracy’, October 2024.

Lecture 'Midterm assessment of the traffic-light coalition’, Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, Social Sciences
Discussion Group Autumn Conference 2023, November 2023.

Panel discussion ’One year of war in Ukraine. Consequences for our society and democracy’, State
Chancellery of Rhineland-Palatinate, February 2023.

Lecture 'The role of coalition agreements in Germany’, lecture series Campus of the Generations,
Universitat Trier, January 2023.

Discussion 'Promised and broken? Parties and their election pledges’, discussion forum at the German
Historical Museum (DHM) in Berlin — part of the event series ’Achtung Demokratie’, April 2019.

Lecture "Operation minority government’, SPD Géttingen, March 2018.

Lecture 'Germany: Quo vadis?’, Political Challenges Brown Bag Lunch, WZB Berlin, February 2018.
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MEDIA (SELECTION)

Newspapers,
& Broadcast

Podcasts

TV

eKoalitionsverhandlungen: ’Gebrochene Wahlversprechen brennen sich ein’,
Tagesschau, 31.03.2025. e’Gebrochene Wahlversprechen: Merz hat eine
Erwartungsfalle aufgebaut’, WELT, 15.03.2025. eWahlprogramme zu den
Themen Energiewende, Bauen und Wohnen, ZDF WISO, 03/10.02.2025.
eVersprechen im Wahlkampf — wie gewinnt man Wéhlerinnen und Wihler?,
DLF Kultur, 17.12.2024. eFakt ist! aus Erfurt Halt die Brandmauer? Wie geht
es nach der Wahl weiter in Thiiringen? , MDR Thiiringen, 02.09.2024. eGleiche
Rechte triggern am meisten: Wie Demokratien ins Autoritire abgleiten,
Tagesspiegel, 14.08.2024. eKotnnte die AfD in Sachsen alleine regieren?, MDR
Aktuell - Das Nachrichtenradio, 17.06.2024. eDie Europawahl 2024 hat es
gezeigt: auch unsere Politik steht in der Zukunft vor groflen Aufgaben, radio
ffn, 13.06.2024. eImmer mehr Briefwihler - und was das fiir Auswirkungen hat,
SWR, 14.05.2024. eDie Bundesregierung ist besser als ihr Ruf, Deutsche Welle,
12.09.2023. eTrotz Koalitionsstreit. Studie: Ampel setzt bereits viele Vorhaben
um, ZDF heute, 12.09.2023. eRespektable Bilanz - aber schlechtes Image,
tagesschau, 12.09.2023. eAmpelkoalition setzt laut Studie trotz Streits viele
Versprechen um, Zeit Online, 12.09.2023. e A mi-mandat, 'action d’Olaf Scholz
brouille par la cacophonie gouvernementale, L’Opinion, 12.09.2023. eWas,
wenn der Partnerlandkreis einen AfD-Landrat bekommt?, Trierer Volksfreund,
15.06.2023. eDas internationale Wahljahr 2023: Angst vor Unruhen in Nigeria,
Wahlpicht in Argentinien und Erdogan will nochmal, Tagesspiegel, 06.01.2023.
elnterview: Ist das Rennen um den OB-Posten in Trier schon gelaufen?, SWR,
12.09.2022. eSo kann das Biindnis der Gegensitze funktionieren: Ein Vertrag
und von Fall zu Fall Abstimmungen ohne Koalitionszwang, Der Tagesspiegel,
01.12.2021. eWas bei Koalitionsverhandlungen hinter verschlossenen Tiiren
geschieht. Krautreporter, 20.10.2021. eMinderheitsregierung. Interview in der
RNZ, 29.09.2021. eKoalitionsverhandlungen: Wie die Parteien ihre Positionen
starken konnen. Forschung & Lehre, 29.09.2021. eWéhlerinnen und Wéahler
wiinschen pragmatische Unterstiitzung einer moéglichen Minderheitsregierung.
idw — Informationsdienst Wissenschaft, 28.09.2021. ’GroKo-Bilanz: Ara
Merkel endet in sozialdemokratischer Dominanz’, Welt am Sonntag,
04.12.2020. eFaktencheck bei Maischberger: 'Hat die SPD einen Grofiteil ihrer
Koalitionsziele durchgesetzt?’, Das Erste, 19.02.2020. eMerkel’s government
delivers on promises, but voters aren’t convinced, Deutsche Welle, 19.08.2019.
oF]l Gobierno alemn: una gran coalicin que ejecuta, pese a su reputacin, El Pas,
06.12.2019.

o’Kommunikation, Kompromiss und konstruktiver Streit’, Forum Wissen -
Wissen to listen, Juli 2025. e’Ampel ist besser als ihr Ruf’, Scholz-Update,
September 2023. o’The state of our democracies’, Sunshine Live, Dezember
2022. e ’Minderheitsregierung: zu instabil fiir Deutschland?’, 1101 Berlin -
Das Ziel heifit Bundestag, September 2021. o’'Minderheitsregierungen’, WZB
Democracy Podcast, November 2017. ¢’Wie die Alternative fiir Deutschland
nach rechts riickt’ (mit Pola Lehmann), WZB Democracy Podcast, Oktober
2017.

AcCADEMIC COMMITTEES AND OFFICES

Since 01/2025
Since 06,2024
Since 05/2024

Deputy elected member of the Faculty Council, University of G6ttingen
Appointed member of the Gttingen eResearch Council, University of Gottingen

Board member at the Institute for Democracy Research Gottingen, University
of Gottingen
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https://www.tagesschau.de/inland/innenpolitik/wahlversprechen-100.html
https://www.welt.de/politik/deutschland/plus255753018/Gebrochene-Wahlversprechen-Sein-unkalkulierbares-Risiko.html?icid=search.product.onsitesearch
https://www.welt.de/politik/deutschland/plus255753018/Gebrochene-Wahlversprechen-Sein-unkalkulierbares-Risiko.html?icid=search.product.onsitesearch
https://shorturl.at/hu8jI
https://shorturl.at/hu8jI
https://www.deutschlandfunkkultur.de/versprechen-im-wahlkampf-wie-gewinnt-man-waehlerinnen-und-waehler-dlf-kultur-f75eb59d-100.html
https://www.mdr.de/nachrichten/thueringen/mitte-thueringen/erfurt/fakt-ist-landtagswahl-analyse-ramelow-koalition-100.html
https://www.mdr.de/nachrichten/thueringen/mitte-thueringen/erfurt/fakt-ist-landtagswahl-analyse-ramelow-koalition-100.html
https://www.tagesspiegel.de/internationales/wie-demokratien-ins-autoritare-abgleiten-gleiche-rechte-triggern-am-meisten-12174842.html
https://www.tagesspiegel.de/internationales/wie-demokratien-ins-autoritare-abgleiten-gleiche-rechte-triggern-am-meisten-12174842.html
https://www.mdr.de/nachrichten/podcast/beste/audio-landtagswahl-sachsen-afd-alleinregierung-100.html
https://www.ffn.de/aktionen/die-ffn-zukunftswoche-niedersachsen-in-10-jahren/thema-dating-politik-und-familien-in-der-zukunft/
https://www.ffn.de/aktionen/die-ffn-zukunftswoche-niedersachsen-in-10-jahren/thema-dating-politik-und-familien-in-der-zukunft/
https://www.swr.de/swraktuell/rheinland-pfalz/kommunalwahl-eu-wahl-rlp-briefwahl-chancen-risiken-100.html
https://www.dw.com/de/studie-die-bundesregierung-ist-besser-als-ihr-ruf/a-66781129
https://www.zdf.de/nachrichten/politik/deutschland/ampel-koalition-versprechen-streit-studie-100.html
https://www.zdf.de/nachrichten/politik/deutschland/ampel-koalition-versprechen-streit-studie-100.html
https://www.tagesschau.de/inland/studie-halbzeitbilanz-ampel-100.html
https://www.zeit.de/politik/deutschland/2023-09/studie-ampel-koalition-halbzeitbilanz
https://www.zeit.de/politik/deutschland/2023-09/studie-ampel-koalition-halbzeitbilanz
https://www.lopinion.fr/international/a-mi-mandat-laction-dolaf-scholz-brouillee-par-la-cacophonie-gouvernementale
https://www.lopinion.fr/international/a-mi-mandat-laction-dolaf-scholz-brouillee-par-la-cacophonie-gouvernementale
https://www.tagesspiegel.de/internationales/das-internationale-wahljahr-2023-angst-vor-unruhen-in-nigeria-wahlpflicht-in-argentinien--und-erdogan-will-nochmal-9085771.html
https://www.tagesspiegel.de/internationales/das-internationale-wahljahr-2023-angst-vor-unruhen-in-nigeria-wahlpflicht-in-argentinien--und-erdogan-will-nochmal-9085771.html
https://www.swr.de/swraktuell/rheinland-pfalz/trier/oberbuergermeisterwahl-in-trier-welche-wahl-haben-die-trierer-eigentlich-100.html
https://plus.tagesspiegel.de/politik/agenda/geschichte-und-sinn-der-koalitionsvertrage-mit-brief-und-siegel-319693.html
https://plus.tagesspiegel.de/politik/agenda/geschichte-und-sinn-der-koalitionsvertrage-mit-brief-und-siegel-319693.html
https://krautreporter.de/4110-was-bei-koalitionsverhandlungen-hinter-verschlossenen-turen-geschieht
https://krautreporter.de/4110-was-bei-koalitionsverhandlungen-hinter-verschlossenen-turen-geschieht
https://www.rnz.de/politik/hintergrund_artikel,-minderheitsregierung-fuer-politikwissenschaftlerin-matthiess-waere-der-bundestag-wiederbelebt-_arid,746719.html
https://www.forschung-und-lehre.de/politik/wie-die-parteien-ihre-positionen-staerken-koennen-4055/
https://www.forschung-und-lehre.de/politik/wie-die-parteien-ihre-positionen-staerken-koennen-4055/
https://idw-online.de/de/news776459
https://idw-online.de/de/news776459
https://www.welt.de/wirtschaft/plus221297200/GroKo-Bilanz-Aera-Merkel-endet-in-sozialdemokratischer-Dominanz.html
https://www.welt.de/wirtschaft/plus221297200/GroKo-Bilanz-Aera-Merkel-endet-in-sozialdemokratischer-Dominanz.html
https://www.daserste.de/information/talk/maischberger/faktencheck/faktencheck-maischberger-die-woche-182.html
https://www.daserste.de/information/talk/maischberger/faktencheck/faktencheck-maischberger-die-woche-182.html
https://www.dw.com/en/merkels-government-delivers-on-promises-but-voters-arent-convinced/a-50080046
https://www.dw.com/en/merkels-government-delivers-on-promises-but-voters-arent-convinced/a-50080046
https://elpais.com/internacional/2019/12/04/actualidad/1575467007_918218.html
https://www.forum-wissen.de/podcast-und-mehr/
https://www.abendblatt.de/podcast/scholz-update/article239676491/Der-Kanzlerpodcast-Zeile-Das-Scholz-Update.html
https://tearing-down-walls.podigee.io/18-state-of-our-democracy
https://11011berlin.podigee.io/13-minderheitsregierung
https://soundcloud.com/user-288673537/minderheitsregierungen-mit-theres-matthies
https://soundcloud.com/user-288673537/wie-die-wie-die-alternative-fur-deutschland-nach-rechts-ruckt-mit-theres-matthies-pola-lehmann
https://soundcloud.com/user-288673537/wie-die-wie-die-alternative-fur-deutschland-nach-rechts-ruckt-mit-theres-matthies-pola-lehmann

12/2023-04/2024

07/2022-04 /2024

05/2023-04,/2024
02/2023-04 /2024

06,/2023-08/2023

03/2022-04/2024

02,/2023-04/2023

09,/2020-02/2022
05,/2020-02/2022

06,/2019-03,/2020

03/2019-03,/2020

07/2015

Appointed member of the appointment committee for a honorary professorship
(Dr. Sebastian Bukow) in Political Science, University of Trier

Elected board member at the Trier Institute for Party and Democracy Research
(TIDuP)

Elected member of the Examination Board, University of Trier
Appointed member of the Centre for Teacher Education, University of Trier

Member of the selection committee for the Teaching Incentive Fund (TIF),
University of Trier

Appointed member of the Council of the Graduate Center, University of Trier
(GUT)

Chair of the expert jury of Faculty IV for the award of the Graduate Center
publication prize, University of Trier (GUT)

Elected staff representation at MZES (Department AB-B)
Appointed member of the MZES Library Committee

Appointed member of the WZB selection committee for a new Director of the
Democracy Department

Elected member of the Scientific Council of the WZB

Organization of an excursion for early career researchers at the WZB

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

SS 26 (Planned)

WS 25/26

SS 25

WS 24/25

SS 24

WS 23/24

Seminar (BA/MA): Colloquium for Theses, Universitit Gottingen, Language:
German

Seminar (BA): Political Error Culture and Democratic Resilience, Universitét
Gottingen, Language: English

Seminar (BA/MA): More than Three Decades after the Fall of the Wall: How
Divided is Germany?, Universitit Gottingen, Language: German

Seminar (MA): Experiments in Political Science, Universitidt Gottingen,
Language: German

Seminar (BA/MA): Promised, Broken? The Significance of Election Promises
from a Comparative Perspective, Universitdt Gottingen, Language: German

Seminar (MA): Analysis of Political Systems, Universitéit Gottingen, Language:

German

Seminar (BA): More than Three Decades after the Fall of the Wall: How Divided
is Germany?, Universitidt Gottingen, Language: German

Seminar (MA): Analysis of Political Systems, Universitit Gottingen, Language:
German

Seminar (BA/MA): Promised, Broken? The Significance of Election Promises
from a Comparative Perspective, Universitidt Gottingen, Language: German

Lecture (BA): Introduction to Methods in Political Science, Universitét Trier,
Language: German

Seminar (BA): Statistical and Comparative Methods in Empirical Political
Science, Language: German

12



SS 23

WS 22/23

SS 22

WS 21/22

SS 21
WS 20/21
WS 18/19

2015/2016

Seminar (MA): Political Communication: Media Democracy and Election
Promises, Universitédt Trier, Language: German

Seminar (BA): The Political System of the Czech Republic in Transition?,
Universitdt Trier, Language: German

Lecture (BA): Introduction to Methods in Political Science, Universitét Trier,
Language: German

Seminar (BA): Statistical and Comparative Methods in Empirical Political
Science, Language: German

Seminar & Exercise (BA): Promised, Broken? The Significance of Election
Promises from a Comparative Perspective, Universitit Trier, Language:
German

Seminar (BA): Political Participation, Universitdt Mannheim, Language:
German

Exercise (BA): Measuring Party Preferences: From Electoral Programmes to
Positions, Universitdt Mannheim, Language: English

Seminar (BA): Introduction to Academic Work, Universitdt Mannheim,
Language: German

Seminar (BA): Democratic Representation: Between Popular Willdind Political
Leadership, HU Berlin, Language: German

Introduction of the Manifesto Project in various seminars at HU Berlin

SUPERVISION OF DISSERTATION PROJECTS

Since  10/2024,
ongoing

Since  02/2024,
ongoing

07/2022-06/2025,
completed

Primary supervision of the doctoral project by Klaudia Hanisch Polarization
Processes in the Perceptions of Polish Interpretive Elites under the PiS
Government 2018-2019’

Secondary supervision of the doctoral project by Denise Al-Gaddooa
‘Representation beyond the Mean Voter: Unraveling Party System
Responsiveness’

Primary supervision of the doctoral project by Robin Rentrop 'Descriptive and
Substantive Representation of Young People’, current position: Postdoctoral
researcher at the Institute for Democratic Research.

ACTIVITY AS REVIEWER

Journals

American Journal of Political Studies; Australian Journal of Political Science;
British Journal of Political Science; Comparative Political Science; East
European Politics and Society; Electoral Studies; European Journal of Political
Research; European Public Policy; German Politics; Journal of Elections, Public
Opinion & Parties; Journal of European Public Policy; Journal of Politics; Party
Politics; Political Behaviour; Politische Vierteljahresschrift; Representation;
Research & Politics; SN Social Sciences.
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Research Projects  Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG), September 2024.

'Funding Program Pro*Niedersachsen Research Projects in the Humanities,
Cultural, and Social Sciences’, Scientific Commission Niedersachsen, March
2024.

MEMBERSHIPS AND NETWORKS

Comparative Pledges Project (CPP)

German Political Science Association (DVPW)

German Association of University Professors and Lecturers (DHV)

European Political Science Society (EPSS)

Discussion Group for Social Sciences, Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES)

Complexity, Information, Cognition, Society (CICS), Campus Institute for Data Science in Gttingen

LLANGUAGE SKILLS

German: Native language
English: Business fluent
French: Fluent

Italian: Elementary

I'T AND SOFTWARE SKILLS

Analysis R, STATA, MAXQDA
Software:
Other: BTEX, Git, MS Office

January 05, 2026
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